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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 21 is objected to because it sliould depend on claim 12 rather than claim 
1 . The "plurality of said magnetism masking elements" have not been introduced in 
claim 1. 

Claim 19 is objected to because it should depend on claim 16 rather than claim 
13. The "recess" has not been introduced in claim 13. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 6 July 2006 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Some of the copies of cited references are missing from the file, as annotated on 
the returned copy of the IDS. Applicant has stated "since the International Bureau is 
assumed to have sent copies of the documents, copies of these documents are not 
enclosed herewith." The Examiner is unaware of such a procedure. However, no further 
action from applicant is necessary because the missing references are cited on the 
attached PTO-892 and copies are attached. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
malting and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
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art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to mal<e and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement and written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected, to make and/or use the invention. Claim 33 recites 33, "wherein the belt 
supporting member is formed with a guide member in which a sheet is formed into an 
arc shape". This aspect of the invention is shown in figure 43 and discussed in 
paragraphs [0200]-[0202]. The specification does not describe how the arc shaped 
guide member of claim 33 could be used in combination with the magnetism masking 
element of claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
states. 

Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 11, 14, 23, 24, 27, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Imai et al. (JP 2001-125407). 

Imai et al. disclose a fixing apparatus comprising wire (23) and core (24) as a 
magnetic flux generation section that generates magnetic flux; belt (20) as a heat- 
producing element made of a nonmagnetic electrical conductor, that allows passage of 
the magnetic flux and is induction-heated, see [0035]; conductive member (45) is at 
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least one magnetisnn masking element that masks the magnetic flux; and switching 
means (53) is a magnetic flux adjustment section that switches between masking, as 
shown in figure 5, and clearing, as shown in figure 7, of magnetic flux with respect to a 
paper non-passage area, as shown in figure 11 , of said heat-producing element, 
wherein said magnetism masking element is located on the opposite side of said heat- 
producing element from said magnetic flux generation section. 

Regarding claims 2 and 14, axis shaft (45) is an opposed core located on the 
opposite side of said heat-producing element from said magnetic flux generation 
section, wherein said magnetism masking element moves relative to said magnetic flux 
generation section in a direction of movement of said heat-producing element, and is 
displaced between a magnetic path blocking position, as shown in figure 5, at which a 
magnetic path corresponding to a paper non-passage area of said heat-producing 
element between said magnetic flux generation section and the opposed core is 
blocked, and a magnetic path clearing position, as shown in figure 7, at which the 
magnetic path is cleared. 

Regarding claim 3, heat-producing element (20) is formed in a circular shape; 
and said magnetism masking element (45) is located inside said heat-producing 
element; and said magnetic flux generation section (23, 24) is located outside said heat- 
producing element. 

Regarding claims 4 and 8, the magnetic flux generation section comprises: an 
exciting coil (23) that is wound and placed; and a center core (24) located in a center of 
windings of the exciting coil; and a width of said magnetism masking element in a 
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direction of movement relative to said magnetic flux generation section Is greater than a 
width of the center core In the same direction, as shown by figure 1 . 

Regarding claims 7 and 1 1 , figure 5 further shows a magnetic path blocking 
position at which a magnetic path of a paper non-passage area of said heat-producing 
element is blocked by said magnetism masking element is a position at which said 
magnetism masking element Is opposite the center of the windings of the exciting coil. 

Regarding claim 23, the heat-producing element Is configured with an endless 
belt (20); and roller (44) as a belt supporting member on which the endless belt Is 
suspended is configured with a member that allows passage of magnetic flux. 

Regarding claim 24, the roller Is made of metal, see [0043], and examples for the 
thickness of the roller (44) Include 0.4 mm and 0.3 mm, see [0043] and [0061], and It 
can be made even smaller, see [0043], which reads on a metallic material with a 
thickness in a range of 0.04 mm to 0.2 mm In a vertical direction with respect to a 
peripheral surface of the endless belt. 

Regarding claim 27, roller (44) has the structure that would be formed from a 
sheet that Is formed Into a cylindrical shape and a joint Is welded. 

Regarding claim 34, the fixing device is in an image forming apparatus. See title. 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15-22, 25, 26, and 28-32 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable If rewritten In 
Independent form Including all of the limitations of the base claim and any Intervening 
claims. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Watanabe (JP 2003-077645) and Asakura et al. (WO 2002-029498) are cited to 
complete the IDS, as discussed above. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan Gleitz whose telephone number is (571)272-2489. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM - 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on 571-272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ryan Gleitz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2852 
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